BLE PETITION 


REPRESENTATION 


| 


_OF THE 


Peaceable, “Tnmocent Subjecte, 
called by the Name of a 


| Sufferings of 


the Geo of Maidstone, for the, stinony of 
good Conscience. 


| Together with their Free and Faithful Acknowledgement ; 


of the King’s Authority and Dignity in Civil things, 


over all manner of Persons, Ecclesiastical: and Civil, 


within his Majesties Dominions. 


| With their Reasons, meriting the King’s Protection i in i thele 
Civil and Spiritual Rights, equal with other his Majesties 


Obedient Subjects. 


|| Humbly Offered| to the King's Majesty, and the Consideration 
| of our Fellow Brethren and Subjects. Well 
General Observation. 


_ Job iv. 7. Remember, I pray thee, icho ever perished being Innocent? or where were the 
| Upright destroyed ? 


| Job xxxiv. 28, So that they have caused the Voice of the Poor to come unto him, and he hath — 


| as Let not him that Bateth, him that Batcth not, and let not him which 
hin thet for hath reid him | 


Landon, ented ft Thana Smith othe Blphant Cat, 
1660. 
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Cares the Second was restored to his ancestral throne 
on the 29th May, 1660. Persecution of the baptists pre- 
ceded him; it followed in his train. Under the pretence 
of searching for concealed arms, many outrages had been 
! committed. | ‘The anticipated restoration was rejoiced in as" 
promising a favourable opportunity for their extirpation, 
and in many counties they had to submit to the vilest 
indignities.’ 
their grievances before the king. On the 26th July, the 
_ messengers of the “good and peaceable people in Lincoln- 
_ shire,” were presented to his majesty. They informed him 
of their sufferings; ; “ being commanded thereto by the Lord, 
we haye met often together, to acquaint each other, what — 
God hath done, doth daily, and will d for our souls; and — 
what therefore we ought to do towards him, each other, and 
all men. From which assemblings, ) king! we have been 
- discharged by some in magistratical capacity in these parts 
although therein, we bless God, none hath ever found us 


with mien or with tumult. But pte taught of God 
Crosby, ii, 28, a1. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 


| to obey him in the things by him commanded, seit 
_ man, though in the place of magistracy, when commanding 
| things contrary; we therefore durst not receive that dis- _ 
| charge. Wherefore some of us have been silenced from 
making mention of the name of the Lord, as formerly, by 
| being entangled in bonds, pretendedly imposed upon us for 
this good behaviour. Since thus entangled, O king! we 
_ have been much abused as we pass in the streets, and as we 
sit in our houses; being threatened to be hanged, if but 
heard praying to the Lord in our families, and disturbed in 
| our so waiting upon God, by uncivil beating at our doors, 
| and sounding of horns; yea, we have been stoned when going 
| to our meetings, the windows of the place where we have 


| been met, struck down with stones; yea, taken as evil 


, 


bd 


4 


‘ 


SS. 


| doers, and imprisoned, when peaceably met together to 
| worship the Most High, in the use of his most precious 
| ordinances.” Even the courts of justice augmented their 
_ sorrows, by the abuse there lavished upon them. They were 
_ threatened with the severe fines imposed by the Elizabethan 
| law of uniformity, for non-attendance at the parish church. 
| Thirty-five signed this appeal to the royal clemency and 
_ justice, on their own behalf and for many others. The king 
gave them fair words, and expressed his anxiety that none 
_ should trouble them for their consciences in things pertain- 
| ing to religion. To this narrative was subjoined their 
previous month of March.° | 
On the same ay the London baptist united in he 


* Crosby, ii. 1932. Kennet's Register, he, p 2 
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_ favour that’ hath been declared and tendered bythe king’s 


| | INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 
| presentation of An Humble Apology.” They 
of the unjust aspersions and calumnies of their adversaries; 

the groundless and i injurious reports taken up against them 

| by the press, in the pulpit, and in common discourse, 
| whereby their inoffensive conversation was defamed. They 
| were charged with “disobedience to magistracy and civil 

] government.” ‘Thus necessitated, they now renew the 
| vindications and proofs of fidelity, which in former times 
they had in the most public manner | declared. In con- 
| clusion, they a “ We do hope and desire that none of us 
upon the re-esta lishment of the present government, shall 
_ now be adjudged criminal by our present governors; but 

that we may, notwithstanding, reap the benefit of that 


‘majesty, be protected from all injury and violence 
_ whatsoever, ually with others his majesty’s subjects, i in 
the quiet and peaceable enjoyment of our religious and 
evil rights and liberties, we desiring and endeavouring to - 
- behave ourselves i in all good conscience towards God and 
man, remembering that rule of our Lord, that we are to. 


render unto Cesar the things which are Ceesar’s, and to {’ 


God the things which are God’s; and that we, as well as 
_ our rulers, must certainly at the great day be accountable 
| and of all the earth, for all our 
doings.”5 
Persecution was not Perfidy coun-— 
sels of the sovereign. In August (1660), the congregations 
in North Wales, collected and taught by Mr. Vavasor 
Powell, w ordered to be broken up. That excellent 
*Kennet, p. 211. ‘The Humble Apology, de. p. 19, 409: 1660. 


| 


as 
; 
a 
2 
8 
4 
i 
4 
i= 
& 
A . 
% 
i 
“4 
bed 
4 
; 


a 
. 
a 
> 
x 
> 
° 


they seem to have been 


A 


») “that if any should be 


ie 


~ 
~ 


“ag 


— 

oF 


ty, 


te 


; 

3 f 3 | 


DUCTORY NOTICE. 


Ki 


dks 


on 


the persons of any without warrant, that 


open to the law, to be proceeded 


it.” Unjustly 


to move the royal 


to their 
hoped this 


hopes were illusory; neither honour 


the mind or the ministry of the king, 
were yet in store for them; and they had 


to learn the lesson, put not your trust 
nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 


Ps. exivi. 3. 


the 
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cess in planting churches of Christ. Two of them, Mr: 


> is 


Jeffrey and Mr. Hammon, have left. us several works of 


uncertain; but the churches in which they ministered, 


to prosper, and the hand of the Lord was with 


int is from « copy of the original edition 
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TO 


MAJESTY, 


CHARLES THE SECOND, 


Kina of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland ; ae the 
Dominions thereunto | 


it pleas youn Maszsry, 


ORASMUCH as by authority yourself, 


several of us your subjects, inhabitants in the county 
of Kent, are now imprisoned ; ; it therefore much concerns 
thee, O king, to hear what account we give of our present 
distressed condition. 
Thou hast already seen our Comfiluntion of Faith, wherein 
our peaceable resolutions were declared.' We have not 
violated any part thereof that should caus¢ that liberty 
_ promised from, Breda,* to be withdrawn. And now for 


ham's Christianismus Primitivus. B. 
li, ch. 5, p. 61, The articles relating 
_ to liberty of conscience and magistra- 
Note 

* [The king, previous to his restora- 
tion, addressed to the convention par- 
— liament a letter from Breda, in which 


he promised “liberty to tender con- 


| _ Sciences, and that no man shall be dis- 
| quieted or called in question for differ- 


HUMBLE PETITION. ] 


AT 


consent to such an act 


which do not disturb the peace of the 
kingdom. And we shall be ready to 
of parliament — 
as, upon mature deliberation, shall be 
offered to us, for the, full granting that 
indulgence.” This promisehe renewed 
after his return, in a-declaration dated 


October 25th, 1660.* Kennet, p. 108. 
Neal's 


Hist, of he iii, pp. 33, 
60.) 
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| which. is our propriety and native birth-right, without 
_ yiolating the laws of God and nature. — Yet, may it please 


oh thee, O king, as if that law of doing unto others ag we would (Lukevi.9).) 


be done unto, had never been written, neither any bounds set 


- unto the wills of men: we, thy imprisoned’ subjects, have 
(some of us) had our houses broken open in the dead of the 
night, without producing any authority from thee, or any © 


_ away from some others, and yet detained from us; our 
bodies, some taken from our own dwellings, and others from 


_ our peaceable meetings, and made prisoners; and this done 


 anto many of us some days before thy proclamation was 
_ published; which proceedings do bring great distress and 


-_yuin to ourselves and families. For such is our mean’con- 


{ dition in this world, that almost all of us have our outward 
ih rough the blessing of God, on our daily 

H “mg Also some amongst us that were employed in the 
; public service at Chatham, and at sea, being yet unpaid. 
The bread which our families have eaten this ten or twelve 
iH months, hath been taken up upon credit. And all of us 
a the eries of our 
And now, O king, thet the ti relieved, 
on and justice and judgment executed amongst men, and the 

] creation of God kept from ‘being # ‘chaos of confusion, the 

| | ordained government, and setteth up 
4 magistrates, to execute such power as is given from himself, 
for the ends aforesaid. And this we have always asserted 
illegal proceedings were 17th of January ; Crosby, the 10th. 
forbidden by a proclamation, issued It was, however, entirély disregarded. 
or fortnight before the presenta- Crosby, ii. 162, 164, Kennet: Rep 
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in our discourses and writings; as appears in our Declaration 
of Faith, printed about three months before thy coming 
over, and re-printed and presented to above four 
months since. © 
And as for thyself, O king, we do believe, dik do freely — 
acknowledge, that the authority and dignity that thou now 
hast, in being chief governor over this kingdom and its 
dominions, is given thee of God; whose the kingdoms of 


Dan. v2 25. the world are, and he giveth them unto whomsoever he will. 


Ps. 1xxv, 


.6,7. And promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, 
nor from the south ; but God is the Judge, he putteth down one, 
and setteth up another. So saith the New Testament, the 


‘Rom. xiii. nowers that be are ordained of God. And seeing the Lord 
Matai. Jesus hath commanded us his servants, to give unto Cesar 


the things that are Cesar’s, therefore shall we pay custom 
and tribute unto thee ; and in all temporal causes and things, 
‘shall we yield cheerful obedience, not only to thyself as 
supreme, but also to all inferior magistrates sent by thee. 


_ xilii And this we do, not only for wrath, but also Sor conscience 


sake, knowing that God hath given thee power to punish 
any that shall do that unto another which he would not 
have done unto himself; and in so doing, thou wilt be a 
minister of God to us for good, a navenger to execute wrath ' 
upon him that doeth evil, — ( 
_ And whereas it is alleged nealinat | us as a a crime, that we 
cannot acknowledge any authority that God hath given 
thee, in spiritual things or causes; yet, if thou wouldst 
condescend to the reading, and serious considering our 
ensuing reasons, it is possible we may be justified by thee, 
as in this matter we are in the sight of God, whose word, 


[= thou hast any power to be a lord over our faith, or by 


not only in this, but in all other causes, we desire to make 
our rule. We therefore beseech thee to consider, O king! 


outward force to impose any in the worship of 
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| 
on our consciences, it is given unto thee as thou art a 
‘magistrate, or as thou art a Christian ; but that thou hast no 
such power given unto thee ‘ God, as thou art a magistrate, 
appears :— 
1. Because if ragistrates, as such, have such an authority, | 
then all magistrates: in all nations have the same power. — 
Then, if we lived in Turkey, we must receive the Koran, — 
and bea worshipper of Mahomet; if in Spain, be a papist; 
in England, sometimes a papist, as in Henry the Eighth’s 
“days, a protestant in Edward the Sixth’s,, papist 
again in Queen Mary’ s, and a protestant again in Queen — 
_ Elizabeth’s. d so for ever, as the authority changes 
religion, must we do'the same. But God forbid. 

2. Because th apostles themselves, that gave forth those 
commandments that are written in scripture, to be obedient 
- to magistrates, refused to be obedient to their rulers when 
they were commanded to forbear that which they judged 


v. 29. 


right in the sight of God, to hearken t unto you more than unto 
judge yen 
3. All the scriptures of te New Testnsnent that enjoin 
obedience unto magistrates, were written when the Romans 
had the empire of the world; whose emperors were for 
the most part, if not all, heathenish idolaters, for the first 


cannot be su pposed, that any of these texts of scripture that — 
call for obedience to magistrates, intend an obedience in- 
matters of faith or worship; for then the Christians that 
lived under those emperors, must needs have denied 
Christ, and worshipped the Roman gods, as some of the 
emperors com nded. 
' And now, O king, that no n man as kel is Christian, hath 
power to be a lord over another's faith, or by outward force 
to impose “7 ting im the worship of God, is as clear :— 


- 


rae part of the worship of God; and said, Whether it be acts tv. 9; 


three hundred years, until Constantine’s time. It therefore ‘4 
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Because the Lord Jesus nor his 


would never by any outward force compel men to receive 


them or their doctrine. For when the disciples of Christ, 
supposing they might use violence as under the law, would 
have commanded fire to come from heaven, as Elias did, to 
consume them that would not receive them, Christ turned 


and rebuked them, saying, Ye know not what spirit ye are of, 
for the Son of man is not come to ey men’s lives, but to 
save them. a 

2. If any men under belles hives had any such power in 
the days of the gospel, the apostles and elders in*;the 
‘srimitive times must needs have had it, but this they dis- 
owned. The apostle Paul in 2 Cor. i. 24, saith thus, Not 


for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of 
your joy ; Sor by faith ye stand. Yea, the Lord Jesus, when — 


‘they strove for domination, forbade it, saying ; Ye know that 
the princes of the gentiles exercise dominion over them, and 
they that are great do exercise authority upon them, but it shall 
not be so amongst you. Even so saith Peter, speaking to 
the elders; Feed the flock of God which is among you, 


taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being — 
lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock. And 
in truth, the apostles and disciples were not to use any 
external force to carry on their master’s work, but only by 


showing the terrors of the Lord, were to persuade men. 
And in case of resistance, to shake the dust from their feet, 
as a 8 ai against their opposers. 

. It is very plain that the Lord Jesus himeelf, in his 
al of the tares and wheat, forbids any force to be 


exercised upon false worshippers, as such. For by the tares, 
which he forbids the pulling up, cannot be intended the 


transgressors of the second table, such as thieves, mur- 
erers, &c.; because all confess'with one consent, that the 


44 4 
3 
} 
i 
i 
* =o 
4 
5 
{ ? 
| 
é 
& 
4 
> 
E 
‘ 
rhe 
“< 
; 
3 
= 
& 
¢ 
| 
4 
3 
x 
« 
owe 
3 
» 
aft 
2 
3 
; ; 
Fs 
$3 
= 
F 
4 
¥ 
a 
hal 
~ 
> 
F 
4 
a 
K 
# 
> 
5 
> é 
> 
z 2 
; 
i 
Ps 
a 
4 
: 
k 
& 
% 
j 
bd 
; Ps 
Be AS 1 } Be 


AUTHORITY IN CIVIL THINGS. 303 


magistrate’ authority reaches such. But that Christ 
| Jesus w ould have remain amongst his wheat, i in the field 


of the world, are the children of the wicked one, through 
idolatry and will-worship. ‘This will further appear, if the 


28th, 29th, and 30th verses,-be compared with the 38th and 


39th of the same chapter. And the reason the Lord Jesus 


_ gives, why both tares and wheat must grow together,—O 
_king, that it were engraven with the point of a diamond, and 
often laid before thee !—is, lest in gathering up the tares, 
tg the wheat also be rooted up with them. 
__ How sad is it to remember, how in all ages since Christ, 
very strange mistakes have been on this account. The 
Lord of life himself was put to death, for supposed blas- 
_ phemy and wickedness, and accused for being an enemy to ® 
Cesar. And this [was] done unto him by a people that 
had the law of God amongst them, and were famous in the 


world for their earthly wisdom and knowledge. Stephen Acts vt 13, 
was stoned, and J ames the apostle killed with the sword; xit . 
supposed to be tares, or the children of the wicked one, — 


_ when they were the precious wheat of God. The Chris- 


 tians that suffered in the ten persecutions, were they not 
accused of being pestilent fellows, movers of sedition, Acts xxiv 6 


turners of the world upside down, enemies to Cesar, when 
the contrary was most true? And they will be found to 
be the faithful martyrs of Jesus. So in later times, many 


of those that have been put to death for heresy and blas- 


_ phemy, are by this age apknowledged to be the saints of 

God. 
—. O king! th: r words might be acceptable to thee, 
consider that meta thyself nor councillors, have the spirit 
of infallibility. If the apostles, that had an extraordinary 


spirit. of discerning, must not pluck up the tares, lest they - 


root up the wheat also, how can any prince on earth under- 
take a work so sie igs It is possible many of those 
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that are accounted false worshippers and heretics in this 
day, may, at the time when God shall judge the world in 
righteousness, be found the servants of the Most High God. 
Remember, we pray thee, that those that lived in the days _ 
of the Lord Jesus, accused their fathers for being guilty of 


Matt. xii the blood of the prophets; saying, Jf we had been in the 


days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with 
them in the blood of the prophets; yet themselves killed the 
Lord of life. The Romish church also saith, “if we had lived 
in the days of the heathen emperors, we would not have 

n partakers with them in the blood of the Christians;” 
yet put to death many as righteous as they were. And 
now many of thy subjects in this nation are ready to say, “if 
we had lived in the days of Queen Mary, we would not 


have been guilty with our fathers in the blood of those good © 


men that then suffered;” yet such a spirit of persecution is 
now risen up, as (if not restrained) will terminate in the 
blood of many good men, and so bring down the wrath of 
_ God upon this generation, and there will be no remedy. 

4. To inflict temporal punishments, upon any of us thy 
subjects, for not conforming to thy decrees that restrain us 
from the worship that we know to be of God; is it nota 


12. breach of that royal law, that tommands thee, that what- 


soever ye would that men should ‘do to you, do ye even so to 
them ; for this is the law and the prophets? And we would 
in all humility offer to thy consideration, if thy soul were 
in our souls’ stead, wouldst thou be satisfied with the same 


‘Measure as is now dealt unto us, when neither the God of © 
heaven, nor our own consciences, doth condemn us of any 


evil intended against thy person or authority? Nor can 


| the greatest of our enemies, make any due proof of any 


combination or plotting, with any upon the face of the earth, 
for the disturbance of the public peace. And this we can 
with boldness say, because we know our own innocency. 
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it is. objected, that the kings. of Israel 
Td udah, under the old testament, had power in spiritual 
causes, and did punish blasphemy and idolatry, which are | 
crimes of the highest nature against God; we confess they . 
had such power, which was given to them in plain precepts, 
written in the law of Moses. But the gospel that we live 
under is another dispensation, in which the Lord Jesus is 
the only law-giver: who doth not, as Moses, proceed against 
_. the transgressors of his precepts, by external force and 
power, to the destroying them in their bodies: and estates 


2 Peter iii 


be saved. And when any continue in disobedience to the 
gospel, his punishment i is eternal in the world to come. 


I ‘phemer and persecutor. And if the mind of God had been > 
that he should have suffered death in that condition, how 
should he have had repentance given him, and been such a 
glorious instrument in the church, as afterward he was ? 
7 Furthermore, it is too well known that the Jews are the 
Eo greatest blasphemers against our Lord Jesus Christ that are 
on the earth, yet it is not the mind of the Lord they should 
j be destroyed from the face of the earth; for how then 
1 f | should the scripture be fulfilled, wherein God hath pro- 
& mised to call them, and make them the most glorious nation 
in the world? Oh! how can they be converted, if they 
be not ‘permitted where the gospel is preached? We 
Ei speak not this i in favour of any blasphemy, for our souls 
abhor it, but because we would have the’ lives of men as 
precious in thy eyes, O king, as they s are in the eyes of the — 
righteous and most holy God. __ 
5. As it is in nowise lawful from the word of God, for 
Christian magistrates to destroy, and root out the contrary- | 
minded in a matters, although idolaters 5 ; so such 


in this life; but i in long-suffering waits on men, not willing 1 1 Thess. 1.9; 
should perish, but rather that they should repent and Actexvil 


The apostle Paul testifies of himself, That he was a blas-1 Tim. \.13. 
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| 


proceedings may many times. prove inconsistent with the 


very being of nations; for suppose any nation were wholly 
heathenish idolaters, and the word of God coming in 


amongst them, should convert the chief magistrates, and 

a twentieth part of the nation more: must he, with that 

senda part, destroy all the other nineteen, if they will not 

- be converted, but continue in their heathenish idolatry ? 
It cannot possibly be sa ha to be warrantable. 


From all this that we have said, thou, O king, mayest 
see, that not without grounds do we deny the taking the 
oath of thy supremacy, which calls for obedience, as well in 
spiritual and ecclesiastical things and causes, as temporal. 
Not but that we can freely acknowledge thee to be 
‘supreme governor of all persons, as well ecclesiastical as 
‘temporal, but still in temporal causes and things. We do 
also as freely renounce all foreign jurisdictions and powers 
whatsoever, that any on the earth may pretend to have 

over any of thy dominions or subjects. And whereas, 
some have said that no more is required in the oath, consi- 
dered together with the proviso in the statute of the 6 
Elizabeth, and the queen's admonition: yet we humbly 
conceive there is; because the queen, both in the proviso 
and admonition, challenges such a power as was challenged — 
by her father, king Henry the 8th,’ which was to burn his 

‘subjects at the stake for their dissenting from him in reli- 
gious matters, as by his practice appeared. And the queen — 


[“ Provided also, that the oath fess and acknowledge in her majesty, 
expressed in the said act made in the her heirs and successors, none other 
said first year (1 Eliz.c. 1), shall be authority than that was challenged, 
taken and expounded in such form as and lately used, by the, noble king 
#8 set forth in an admonition annexed Henry the eighth, and king Edward — 


to the queen's majesty’s injunctions, _, the sixth.” Statutes at Large, 5 Eliz, 
published in the first year of her ma- & by, p. 157, vol, 6.] 
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hereelf exercised the same. authority, i in paing some to 
death for their conscience in religion.* | 

And whereas many of us that are now prisoners cannot 
take the oath of allegiance, because we cannot swear at all, 
the Lord Christ having forbidden, in the fifth of Matthew, 
83rd verse, compared with James y. 12, not only vain 
oaths, but also such swearing as was delivered of old time, 
and lawful under the law, as in our consciences we are 
persuaded, and therefore before now, under former powers, 
have denied to swear; yet God is our witness, who is the 
searcher of all hearts, we deny not this oath because we 
would not yield due subjection and obedience to thee and 
thy authority, For this we say, in the presence of him 
that shall judge the quick and dead, We do, without any 
deceit, promise to live peaceably under thy government, 
and in case any thing should be by thee commanded in 
spiritual matters, wherein we cannot obey, we shall not then 
take up any carnal or temporal weapon against thee or thy © 
authority, but patiently suffer such punishment 1 as shall be 


inflicted on “ for our consciences. 


And now may it please thee, O king, that these engage- 
ments, which we humbly tender unto thee, may be accepted 
of by thee, and not destruction brought on us and our 
families for"not taking of an oath; when the engagements — 
before recited, taken before some justice of the peace in a 
solemn manner, with calling God to witness to the truth 
of what we say, without doubt answer the end of the law 
that enjoins the oath of allegiance, and may be as much 
‘security from us to thee, as if we took many oaths.° Why — 


* [Peters and Terwoort in 1575. of the peace in a solemn manner, with 
See Introduction. ] calling to God to witness to the truth 
* [* John Tombes saith, That those of what they say, and that they do 
baptists of Maidstone have offered an offer to swear and take an oath.” 
engagement taken before some justices Sam, Fisher’s Supplementum Subla- 
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should the very rigour of the law be exercised on us? Yea, 
but that we fear we are too tedious unto thee, we could 
make it clear, that the late dealing of thy inferior minis- 
ters hath been such towards us, as neither law nor custom 
hath prescribed. And now having faithfully laid our con- 
dition and principles, so far as they relate to magistrates 
or government, before thee, we therefore beseech thee, 
O king, that liberty may be given us to worship our God, | 
and such bowels of compassion be in thee, as to give us 
such speedy relief as may be agreeable to the mind of God: 
which made heaven and earth, which executeth judgment for 


| the oppressed, which giveth food to the hungry. The Lord 


Signed by us in “the name of the Baptists, now pri- 
soners in the gaol at Maidstone, | 


WILLIAM J EFFERY, Joun REvE, 
GEORGE Hammon, «James BLACKMORE. 


Dated the 25th day of the nite month, qmmonty called 


January, [1660—1 


tum, &c. p. 835. Works, fol 1679. tled, “ Signs for Siori,” &c. it is pro- 
As two of those who signed this peti- | bable that they were released on 
tion were engaged a few months after taking the above engagement. ] 

in the of the -piece | 
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